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THE ZAND DYNASTY (A.D. 1750-1794).

"The history of Persia," says Sir John Malcolm1, "from
the death of Nadir Shah till the elevation of Aqa Muhammad
Khan, the founder of the reigning family, pre-
sents to our attention no one striking feature
except the life of Karfm Khan-i-Zand. The
happy reign of this excellent prince, as contrasted with
those who preceded and followed him, affords to the historian
of Persia that description of mixed pleasure and repose
which a traveller enjoys who arrives at a beautiful and
fertile valley in the midst of an arduous journey over barren
and rugged wastes. It is pleasing to recount the actions
of a chief who, though born in an inferior rank, obtained
power without crime, and who exercised it with a modera-
tion that was, in the times in which he lived, as singular as
his humanity and justice."

Karfm Khdn, however, who fixed his capital at Shfraz,
which he did so much to beautify and where he is still
gratefully remembered, never ruled over the
whole of Persia and never assumed the title
of Shah, but remained content with that of
Wakil, or Regent. Originally he and a Bakhtiyarf chief
named 'AH Mardan Khdn were the joint regents of " a real
or pretended grandson of Shah Husayn2" in whose name
they seized Isfahan, where they placed him on the throne.
Before long they fell out; 'Alf Mardan Khan was killed; and
Karfm Khan became the de facto ruler of Southern Persia.
His rivals were the Afghan chief Azad in Adharbayjan and
the North-west, and in the Caspian provinces Muhammad
Hasan the Qijar, son of that Fath-'Alf Khan who was
murdered by Nadir at the outset of his career, and father

1  Op. dt^ vol. ii, p. 115.

2  R. G. Watson's History of Persia^ p. 44.